
THE FOOTHILLS REVIEW 

Student Spotlight: Billie Matthews, Madison 
By: Michelle Garrison, Madison Foothills 
 
 Doors opened for Billie Matthews the day she walked into Foothills in the fall of 2015. Billie knew this was the 
opportunity she had been looking for. As a quiet, mild-mannered student, Billie knew that there was an environ-
ment better suited to her needs than traditional high school. Her sister had been talking about Foothills, and it 
definitely piqued Billie’s curiosity. 
 Billie describes her time spent here at Foothills as “so much easier and less complicated than day school. 
You can work at your own pace.” She goes on to say, “I will be graduating early. Teachers here are always very 
helpful when you have a question. They always do their very best to help you under-
stand before you move on, as opposed to day school.  In day school teachers do not 
have time for individual attention. Also, the counselors have been very helpful in 
helping me keep up with my classes and helping me choose what works for my 
schedule, and this has helped me in so many ways.” 
 In addition, Billie expresses much gratitude when she talks about her math tutor, 
Mrs. Donna Smith. Billie knew when she started at Foothills that math was going to 
be huge hurdle.  As she describes her relationship with Mrs. Smith, the usually quiet, 
mild mannered Billie speaks at length about her gratefulness and admiration for Mrs. 
Smith:  “Math has always been my hardest subject, and it has always kept me from 
feeling like I was going to finish school.  If it were not for Mrs. Smith,  I know I would 
have never made it through. Throughout my struggles with math, Mrs. Smith was 
always there to guide me  and make sure I was able to work through all the problems 
I didn’t understand. If it wasn’t for her, I would still be stuck in math and not able to 
accomplish my goals.” 
 As part of this dynamic duo, Donna Smith was also willing to share about her time 
tutoring Billie:  “There have been many gains while tutoring Billie.  Billie has im-
proved dramatically in her math skills. She sets personal goals and works hard to 
meet them.  Many students like Billie have been somewhat ‘beat down’ by their lack 
of math success in earlier years of school.  One thing that tutoring helps students like 
Billie with is getting their confidence in math back and feeling successful.  Billie has certainly had many 
‘successes’ during our tutoring sessions.” 
 As we ended our interview, Billie wanted all to know, “After coming here I never looked back. I knew when I 
started that my goals would be met, and that I would be able to graduate early and pursue my career in Cos-
metology. I would like to thank the one person who always believed in me, and never gave up, and that is Mrs. 
Smith. I would like to graciously thank her for all her dedication, and endless time that she has spent with me to 
always make sure I was successful.” 
 Working with Mrs. Smith helped Billie to build confidence in her ability to be successful in math, and she will 
carry that confidence into future endeavors.  Henry Ford said, “Coming together is a beginning; keeping togeth-
er is progress; working together is success.”  Billie and her mentor Donna Smith have worked together, and Bil-
lie has found her academic success at Foothills! 
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Message from the Superintendent 

We are looking forward to celebrating our December graduation on De-
cember 8th at 7pm at Morgan Foothills.  We could not be more proud of 
our 38 December graduates! 

As we move into the final days of 2017, we at Foothills count our bless-
ings.  We are grateful to continue to serve our communities, and are 
thankful for the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of our stu-
dents.  We look forward to what 2018 will bring, knowing that it is never 
too late for a student to reach his or her potential. 

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! 

Dr. Sherrie Gibney-Sherman, Foothills Superintendent 



 
‘Tis the Season to 
Give 
 

 

In this season of giving, we 
ask you to consider a gift 
that will make an impact on 
a young life in your com-
munity.  
 
Graduating from Foothills 
Education Charter High 
School is an honor. For 
many students it is a 
dream that at one time 
seemed impossible. This 
year we will be able to 
award each graduating 
student a $100 scholarship 
to support tuition, child-
care, books, and other 
costs to continue educa-
tion. We are looking for ad-
ditional scholarships to 
support students as they 
transition from high school 
or to college. Tax deducti-
ble contributions to our 
scholarship fund are gra-
ciously accepted at: 
 
Kim Patton, Scholarship 
Fund Coordinator 
Foothills Education Char-
ter High School 
800-B Madison Street  
Danielsville, GA 30633 
 
Phone: 706-795-2191 Ext. 
1476 or Ext. 1475 
Email:  kim.patton@foothill
scharter.org  

Let’s Talk Turkey: Clarke 

When Foothills says that it strives to be flexible and responsive to the 
needs of the communities it serves, we take that goal seriously.  
Foothills not only strives to meet the academic needs of our students, 
but we recognize that many of the students who find their way to us 
have other needs that are impacting their academic progress.  Foot-
hills employs support staff at all sites, including social workers, men-
tors, and counselors.  These support staff work diligently to support 
student’s needs outside of the classroom.  

Clarke Foothills Graduation Coach Rick Dunn recognized and re-
sponded to a need of several students and families at the Clarke 
Foothills site during the Thanksgiving holidays.  Mr. Dunn worked to 
make sure that our Foothills students and families had a turkey to en-
joy on Thanksgiving.   

Mr. Dunn partnered with the Steve Harvey Foundation and local radio 
station WXAG 92.7 FM.  Using recommendations and referrals made 
by support staff at Clarke Foothills, Mr. Dunn was able to identify 
eight families to receive a turkey for Thanksgiving.   

 

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  

Foothills Education Charter  

High School 

www.foothillscharter.org 

706-795-2191 x 1476 
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